A Word is Dead
Emily Dickinson

A word is dead
When it is said,
Some say.

I say it just
Begins to live
That day.

The Lamb
William Blake

Little Lamb, who made thee?
Dost thou know who made thee?
Gave thee life, and bid thee feed,
By the stream and o'er the mead;
Gave thee clothing of delight,
Softest clothing, woolly, bright;
Gave thee such a tender voice,
Making all the vales rejoice?
Little Lamb, who made thee?
Dost thou know who made thee?
Little Lamb, I'll tell thee,

Little Lamb, I'll tell thee.

He is called by thy name,

For He calls Himself a Lamb.
He is meek, and He is mild;

He became a little child.

1 a child, and thou a lamb,

We are called by His name.
Little Lamb, God bless thee!
Little Lamb, God bless thee!

The Author to Her Book
Anne Bradstreet

Thou ill-formed offspring of my feeble brain,
Who after birth did'st by my side remain,

Till snatcht from thence by friends, less wise than true,
Who thee abroad exposed to public view,

Made thee in rags, halting to th' press to trudge,
Where errors were not lessened (all may judge).
At thy return my blushing was not small,

My rambling brat (in print) should mother call.
| cast thee by as one unfit for light,

The visage was so irksome in my sight,

Yet being mine own, at length affection would
Thy blemishes amend, if so | could.

| washed thy face, but more defects | saw,

And rubbing off a spot, still made a flaw.

I stretcht thy joints to make thee even feet,

Yet still thou run'st more hobbling than is meet.
In better dress to trim thee was my mind,

But nought save home-spun cloth, i' th house | find.
In this array, 'mongst vulgars may'st thou roam.
In critic's hands, beware thou dost not come,
And take thy way where yet thou art not known.
If for thy father askt, say, thou hadst none;

And for thy mother, she alas is poor,

Petition
W.H. Auden

Sir, no man's enemy, forgiving all

But will his negative inversion, be prodigal:
Send to us power and light, a sovereign touch
Curing the intolerable neural itch,

The exhaustion of weaning, the liar's quinsy,
And the distortions of ingrown virginity.
Prohibit sharply the rehearsed response

And gradually correct the coward's stance;
Cover in time with beams those in retreat
That, spotted, they turn though the reverse were great;
Publish each healer that in city lives

Or country houses at the end of drives;
Harrow the house of the dead; look shining at
New styles of architecture, a change of heart.
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Which caused her thus to send thee out of door.
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