The Road Not Taken
Robert Frost

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both

And be one traveler, long | stood

And looked down one as far as | could
To where it bent in the undergrowth.

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same.

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
| doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewnhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I--
1 took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

Jabberwocky
Lewis Carroll

"Twas brillig, and the slithy
toves

Did gyre and gimble in the
wabe:

All mimsy were the
borogoves,

And the mome raths
outgrabe.

"Beware the Jabberwock, my
son!

The jaws that bite, the claws
that catch!

Beware the Jubjub bird, and
shun

The frumious Bandersnatch!"

He took his vorpal sword in
hand:

Long time the manxome foe
he sought --

So rested he by the Tumtum
tree,

And stood awhile in thought

And as in uffish thought he

The Jabberwock, with eyes of
flame,

Came whiffling through the
tulgey wood,

And burbled as it came!

One, two! One, two! and
through and through

The vorpal blade went
snicker-snack!

He left it dead, and with its
head

He went galumphing back.

"And has thou slain the
Jabberwock?

Come to my arms, my
beamish boy!

O frabjous day! Callooh!
Callay!"

He chortled in his joy.

"Twas brillig, and the slithy
toves

Did gyre and gimble in the
wabe:

All mimsy were the
borogoves,

And the mome raths

A Complaint to His Purse
Geoffrey Chaucer

To yow, my purs, and to non othir wyght
Complayne I, for ye ben my lady dere!
1'am so sory, now that ye been lyght;

For certes, but yf ye make me hevy chere,
Me were as leef be leyd upon my bere;
For which unto your mercy thus | crye,
Beth hevy ayeyn, or elles mot | dye!

Now voucheth sauf this day, or hyt be nyght,
That I of yow the blisful soun may here,

Or se your colour lyk the sonne bryght,

That of yelownesse had never pere.

Ye be my Iyf, ye be myne hertes stere,
Quene of comfort and of gode companye;
Beth hevy ayeyn, or elles mot | dye!

Now purs, that ben to me my lyves lyght

And saveour, as doun in this worlde here,

Out of this towne helpe me thurgh your myght,
Syn that ye wylle nat ben my tresorere;

For | am shave as nye as any frere.

But yet | prey unto youre curtesye,

Beth heavy ayeyn, or elles mot | dye!

Excerpt from A Midsummer Night’s Dream - Act V,

Scene 1, lines 414-429
William Shakespeare

Puck.

If we shadows have offended,
Think but this, and all is mended,
That you have but slumber'd here
While these visions did appear.
And this weak and idle theme,

No more yielding but a dream,
Gentles, do not reprehend:

if you pardon, we will mend:

And, as | am an honest Puck,

If we have unearned luck

Now to 'scape the serpent's tongue,
We will make amends ere long;
Else the Puck a liar call;

So, good night unto you all.

Give me your hands, if we be friends,
And Robin shall restore amends.
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