At the hour when we are
Trembling with tenderness
Lips that would kiss

Form prayers to broken stone.

v
The eyes are not here
There are no eyes here
In this valley of dying stars
In this hollow valley
This broken jaw of our lost
kingdoms

In this last of meeting places
We grope together

And avoid speech

Gathered on this beach of the
tumid river

Sightless, unless

The eyes reappear

As the perpetual star
Multifoliate rose

Of death’s twilight kingdom
The hope only

Of empty men.

\Y
Here we go round the prickly
pear
Prickly pear prickly pear
Here we go round the prickly
pear
At five o’clock in the morning.

Between the idea
And the reality
Between the motion
And the act
Falls the Shadow
For Thine is the Kingdom

Between the conception
And the creation
Between the emotion
And the response
Falls the Shadow
Life is very long

Between the desire
And the spasm
Between the potency
And the existence
Between the essence
And the descent
Falls the Shadow
For Thine is the Kingdom

For Thine is
Lifeis
For Thine is the

This is the way the world ends
This is the way the world ends
This is the way the world ends
Not with a bang but a whimper.
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The Secret
Denise Levertov

Two girls discover
the secret of life
in a sudden line of
poetry.

1 who don't know the
secret wrote

the line. They

told me

(through a third person)
they had found it

but not what it was

not even

what line it was. No doubt
by now, more than a week
later, they have forgotten
the secret,

the line, the name of
the poem. | love them
for finding what

I can't find,
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and for loving me
for the line | wrote,
and for forgetting it
so that

a thousand times, till death
finds them, they may
discover it again, in other
lines

in other

happenings. And for
wanting to know it,
for

assuming there is
such a secret, yes,
for that

most of all.
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Crossing the Bar
Alfred Lord Tennyson

Sunset and evening star,

And one clear call for me!
And may there be no moaning of the bar,
When | put out to sea,

But such a tide as moving seems asleep,

Too full for sound and foam,

When that which drew from out the boundless deep

Turns again home.

Twilight and evening bell,
And after that the dark!

And may there be no sadness of farewell,

When | embark;

For tho' from out our bourne of Time and Place

The flood may bear me far,

I hope to see my Pilot face to face

When | have crossed the bar.
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to me,
Their traitorous trueness, and
their loyal deceit.
To all swift things for swiftness
did I sue;
Clung to the whistling mane
of every wind.
But whether they swept,
smoothly fleet,
The long savannahs of the
blue;
Or, whether, Thunder-
driven,
They clanged his chariot
‘thwart a heaven,
Plashy with flying lightnings
round the spurn o' their feet:—
Fear wist not to evade as Love
wist to pursue.
Still with unhurrying
chase,
And unperturbed pace,
Deliberate speed, majestic
instancy,
Came on the following
Feet,
And a Voice ahove their
beat—
"Naught shelters thee, who wilt
not shelter Me."
| sought no more after that
which | strayed
In face of man or maid;
But still within the little

children's eyes
Seems something,
something that replies,
They at least are for me, surely
for me!
I turned me to them very
wistfully;
But just as their young eyes
grew sudden fair
With dawning answers
there,
Their angel plucked them from
me by the hair.
Come then, ye other children,
Nature's—share
With me’ (said 1) ‘your delicate
fellowship;
Let me greet you lip to
lip,
Let me twine with you
caresses,
Wantoning
With our Lady-Mother's
vagrant tresses,
Banqueting
With her in her wind-
walled palace,
Underneath her azured
dais,
Quaffing, as your taintless
way is,
From a chalice
Lucent-weeping out of the
dayspring.’
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